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9"3,, Other Plan"cation A~tiviti.cs: 

Urban plantation activities in the di.strict is 
notLced under the following sChemes:-

a) Haldia Development. 
b) Digha Development 
c) Kolaghat Thermal. Power Project. 

Beauti:t"ication and creation of vegetation blocks 
are tho important a0t:iv;&.ties under the above sC:hemes. 
Lands·caping ilJ. some areas arc also being done. Financial 
ou tl_ays under '"Digh~-developmen t and Haldia development 

'schemes i.n recern.t years are as fol10ws:-

Scheme~ 

Haldia devel-op~ent 
Digha development 

Outlay in lakhs 
1980·-81 1981-82 

Eeautific~tion scheme in Kolaghat Thermal Power 
Station ~s under active conSideration by the State 
Governmen~. It is expected that beautification of Thermal 
Power Station liill be l:'ollOl~ed by creation of vegetation 
blocks in the areas to avoid po~lution from the power 
s1;ationo 

Number of seedlings dis~ributed during 1981 and 
1902 ill l'.fidnapore District are 7.6 lakbs and 19.22 lakhs 
respectj_velly. Establishment of seed1ings and tree 
gro-;d.ng at vi.1lage 1evel not only depends on the lr:l.11:1:ng­
ness and mot~vation of the rural population but 
also on the active part~cj_pation of forest officials in 
imparting technical. lcu.o'·lledge and techniques of" p1ant 
rearing -;;0 the rural plr:ntntion. 

Pla~tation programme in the district has various 
objectives. Under I~T$D~P. programme plantations are 
raised in the interp.st of tribal population of the 
district by plant~ng oil seed bearing trees ~or 
consumption by the tribal people and development 
o~' cottage industries. Under D.P~J.. .. p .. Progranune, 
resi;o~_'ation o~ eco10gica1 balance by creation of su:l.tab1e 
vege'l:;ative cover and checking of" soil. erosions by various 
methods have been aimed. Creation of plantations have been 
done for rear:ing 'i!assar silk WOrms to develop rura1 
indllst:::'i.os~ The plantations of quick growing species are 
being raised to meet the growing demand of fuel and pole 
of local populat:ion and indust~ia1 requirement o~ pul.pwood 
of the Paper Millso Coastal. plantations are raised to _ 
protect the bank from Gea erosion and checking sand drift 
from sea shore to cultivated land in the adjacent area. 
Urban forestry programme has been undertaken for beauti­
fication and !{'ecx-eational purpOse. 
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The Department OC Forests have drawn schemes Cor 
xreation oC Parks and Gardens in various districts but in 
a popu1our district 1ike Midnapore the steps taken so far 
in the matter is inadequate. Considering the urbanisation 
and economic standard of the peop1 e of tho district? 
enougb scope for such deve10pment is there. In fact, from 
areas 1ike Midnapore; Kharagpur, Panskura and Garbetta 
a1ready some reqUests in the matter have come. This a1so is 
required to be attended. 
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C HAP T E R - X. 

RESULTS hND CONCLUSIONS 

Main resu1ts and conclusions: 

(a) Present study of vegetation in Midnapore 
District rc1ates to the Government owned :rorest~ 
on1y. No resources inventory work was undertaken 
with respect to the vegetation in non-forest 
l.a.nds _ 

(b) Forests of the district are destroyed to the 
extent of more than 50% ihcluding p1ant~tiQns_ . 
Resul.t of such destructi.on of forests may not be 
tota11y perceptib1e at this stage but situation 
is a1arming. There is severe unemployment in 
rura1 areas, gainfUl. emp10yments are a1so 1esB 
im number for which peopl.e have resorted to 
1arge sca1e i1.1icit feL1ing and romoval. of trees 
from Government forests. 

(c) Repated cuttlng of' f'orests have destroyed the' 
vegetation and as a resu1t bushy. growth and 
scrubs have cropped up in many areas. Uprooting 
of Sa1 and Eucal.yptus stumps are car~ied out by 
ru.ra1 popu1ation to meet the fuel. requirement. 

(d) Exp1oitati.on of forests and aff'orestat:ion 
programme are not bei.ng carried out in the 
prescribed manner 1aid down in Working Pl.ans. 
As a. resu1t, rural employumnt cquld not be 
augmented as proposed. The e~tent of prescribed 
works as carried out currer ... tly is furnished be10w ~-

Di.vis:ion Annual Annual. af'f'- Percenta~e Percentage 
explo:1.tation orestation of' the of the total 
prescribed prescribed total area area prescri.bed 
in Working in l'lorking prescribed in "'orking P1an 
P1an(ha~) Plan(ha. ) in "'lorking being affore-

P1an being sted current1y 
expl.oited 
currently 

East 3876.25 2824.99 38 46 
Mi.dnapore • 

West 4629~65 20420-41 23 63 
Midnapore .. 

Total.. for 850.5 .. 90 4867.40 
the Distt. 
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The employment gap may be studied from the 
fol..1owing tab1e:-

Division Anticipated employ­
mont on the presc­
ribed works as per 
\"forking Plan 
Exp 1 oi t a·· =-:::l'.""':f'=-f-=-o-r-e-s""':t=-aO:-:t-i=-o-n 
tion(Nos~) (Nos~) 

~verage current employment 
generation 

E;;ploitation ~f'forestation 
(Nos. ) (No-s. ) 

East 4080000 48307.'5 222300 1 73;1,000 
Midnapore 

West 4420000 349252 230850 1 ,2(1,000 
Midnapore 

Total.. for 85,00,000 
the Distt. 

4531 50 250000 

(e) 
,. 

,( f) 

Sentiments of tribal.. popul..ation for Sal. -treen 
and genera:'! demand of' preservation ofSa1 troes may 
be· examine'd critic.el..J,y. Sal crop in many areas is 
damaged due to-b;iotic factors. A kind of' trans­
formation of' -vegetation \ofhich may be calJ..ed retro­
gression is now found.. b such situation all efforts 
may be taken to reha~~lita~e Sa1~ 

I.bscnce of large sized tro.q_s i.n 'the forests of the 
district is, conspicuous 0 In Hest Hidn,apore 
division 'some l..arge trees- are found 'of' Which Sel.. 
(Sho-rea rObusta) ::Lfi impor:;;ant fiom utilization 
point of vie,.-.· In Ea:3t Midllapore Div::i_sl.on l..arge 
size-d trees ~re .not availabl.e.. /'..3 a result, 
there is import '-of timber from outside district .. 
Common people have t<!:l buy t:lmber n -t a higher pr:ice 
on accou~t of' ~,!'1P0~t of tinfber.. Hational 
selection of areas and protootion of the crop 
against injuries may be con .... :idered :im'l1ediate~y -i;o 
grow timbo=- c:l..zsd. troe G-J 

J 

(g) Exploi tati.on of minor forest produces can be inc:r;>easeEl 
if' a detailed investigation of the resources is 
undertaken. West Bengal Tribal. Development 
Corporation Li;d. are already col.lecting Kend 
l..eaves and o~l beardng seeda of tree origino 
Collection of Gum, Ol..eo~esins, Myrobolans are 
important and can be organi.s.ed when -'.;he- resources 
are -assessed.. State Fo::;.. .. est Department may 
undertake the study. 

(h) ~ergy crisis and ~ocial. Forestry Programme are the 
talk of' these days. It -j.B ob~erved t)l_at no forestry 
development programme can -make any headway unless 
i. t :ls--~ integral. part of rural. devel..opment. So, 
Social Forestry pl.anning must consider the 
general. attitude of p~ople towards forest wealth 
and the-ir economic dependence on yarious kinds of 
forest produces. 
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(i) Export of firewood and poles : from the 'district is 
extreme_~y high, most.l.y these Produces are exported 
outside the. Sta.te~ As a result, there is perpetual 
shortage of .fue.lwood and~·poles in the district and 
the l.oca1 markets remain starved. Quantity of 
export of timber~. poles. and fuelwood during' recent 
past is ;indipated .be·low: ~ 

Produce Division Yearwise e~ort 
1979-80 1980-81 1981-82 

Poles (m3 ) East Midnapore 17076 ?6;35!5 31550 ... .: . 

Fl!l.el."lood (m3 ) East Midnapore 16356 42662 96460 
Poles(m) ) West Midnapore 1~2702 '1 ~O1.9 18194-
Fuelwood(mJ ) 1-1es t Midnapore )8212 9)118 36867 

Total. in·the district 29778 40374 49744 
(po1es m3) 

Total in.the District 54568 13.5780 133227 

(Fuelwood 'm3 ) 84286 176154 183071 

Increase in export in the district: (~) 109% (+) 3.93% 

It transpires that nearly 63.942 m3 of" poles, and 
firewood are available for local consumption in the district. 

(j) In consumption study, it transpires that people 
1:tvi.ng in the .·res·tern portion 0 f' the qistrict 
in cl.ose proximity of forests consume more fuelwood 
than the peopl.e l.~.ving in eastern portion of: the" 
district ,,,.hich are away from" forcs~ arens. This 
indi.cate ·that dependence on firewood is more a 
matter of tradition am availabil.i ty. 

10~2. Variations from past study: 

The prese;nt invento::'y reflects a gloomy picture 
of' the int.~rplay of adverse .biotic factors and dynamics 
of' paver-cyan the fore st 11'~sourae.e·!;o:r. the district that 
has resulted in gradual deterioration arid denudati.on 
of the forests.. Dense forest ax-e'as with good quaJ.i ty 
of" crop have been subjected to the process of il.li.ci t. 
fel1···ing creating vast stretches of open scattered tree 
growth" scrub f'ore sts and barren land... The survey 
indicates that there has been· shrinkage .in the vegetative 
cover to the tune of 35.80,%. Large girth trees Which were 
common in the past are virtual1y absent at present. Good 
Sal coppice forests have degenQrated and repl aced by open 
scrub·with litt10 or uo sal tre~s. 

; 

Pon ana1ysis of the extent of degradation revea1s 
that the percentage of degradation in East Midnapore 
Di.vision and West Midnapore Division is to the tune of 
44.;66% and 28 ~ 03% r~spe.ctively .. 
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It may be mentioned at this juncture that though 
the 10ga1 provisions arc adequate to meet the che~lenge 
but there is a gap in the imp1ementation which has 
reduced the f'orest to pre;ront condition. 

10.3. Fina~ recommendation and proposals: 

Considering various socia-economic aspects and 
conditions of forest resources together with current 
management practices, following recommendations are 
made :-

1 • Coppicing of sal forests should be strictl y on 
10 years cycle in East Midnapore Division alld 12 .7ears 
in We.st Midnapore Division.. In the present i!1ven·tory study, 
it has been pointed out that 84555 he. of coppice forests 
bear such crop that can yield timberz poles and f'uelwood 
after being properly protected. In the present cc~d~tion 
37,400 ·ha. of' crop bearing area is worked: This a::"ea 
Of 84,555 he. when managed proper1y cen yield of poles, 
·firewood and timber to the tune of 2.0 lakh m3 in West 
Midnapore Division and 1.22 lakh m' in East Midnapore 

-- Division. Thus an aggregate of ) .22 lakh mJ Qf timber ~ 
poles and fireWOod wi1l be availab1e f'urther. Energy crisis 
may b~ met partially· on account of' this additional quantity 
of produce· to be yielded af'ter comp1et:i:on of' rest period 
of" ten .years .• · Cul:"tural operations by way of reduction 
of coppice shoots. may not be required since higher 
biomass will be more appreciated to meet the shortage 
of" fuel energy. However p undesirable species interfering 
with sal may be eut and removed. 

Current rate of £orest exploitation can create 
emp10yment to the tune of 2.5 lakhs man days in a year. 
With additional areas of' exploitat1on the employment 
generation will be increased substantially and may be 
nearly 5.5 l a khs of men days in a yearo This will 
increase emPloyment, opportunities in rural. areas. 

2. Supply of pulpwood to the Paper Mills is very 
much fluctuating. In this circumstances, removal as 

reegulated nOl'll" by area, is to be avoided. Felling and 
removal shou1d be regulated .by volume. Present stock 
in pu1pwooQ plantations can sustain suppl.y for next 
three years or so. 11,896.95 'ha. of" p1antations under 
regeneration stage if properly protected is likely to be 
ready fo;r exploitation during this period.. .k.nnua1 
volume 1<0 be supplied to Paper Mil..ls may be worked out 
accordin,gly. 

). Emp10yment and ~dentification of' beneficiaries 
are rto 1eSB impo~tent. Government Of India in Ministry Of 
Home Af"iairs have already advoca.ted identification of" 
benef"iciaries in execution of programmes under Tribal 
sub plans. Suitable areas 'vulnerab1e to il.licit f'ell:ing 
should be tackled. by identification of b 'eneficiaries. 
For this purpose spec£a.l attention is to be given to 
the areas l.ike Man~kpara, Keshiary, Belda, Kalaikunda and 
Lodhasuni areas of West Midnapore and Garbetta, Hoomagarh, 
Chandra, Godapeasar, Bhadulata and Adharnayan areas of 
East Midnapore Division. Exploitation for industries 
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from these areas can be contemplated only when public 
opinion in that regard is gained. For this purpose some 
areas may be selected in consultation with local 
leadership~ 

4. Removal of species like Kend, Mahua, Arjun from 
private lands should be regulated. These trees are also 
found ±n forests. These trees need be dec1ared as 
protected trees unde~ the p'rovisi~ns of I.F.Act, 1927. 
Currently large number of transit passes are ' issued 
to the people for movement of these trees being cut in 
private landd and it cannot be. rul.ed ,out t hat some of the 
trees removed from forests in unrecorded manner are carried 
to market under the cover of these transit passes. The 
si tuation in this regard is alarming in ~lest Midnapore 
Division~ -
5" Social Forestry Programme 'cannot make any headway 
unless people are weTl vers.ed with the importance 0.1' 
forests'. Under the circumstanees extension service of 
social fore s 'try is to he- organ:ised properly. CUrrently 
some extension works are un:Clert~ken but there is 
enough scope for its j,mprovemeht tl;lrough ct:i.splay of 
posters, group meetirlg: ti:lm- shbWS etc; Mo-tivation of 
public though seen reasonably well in SOme pockets, 
large s;.)a1e moti:vat:ion over the district ,as a Whole ,i.s 
yet. ·to be aChi.eved. Village. -for-e$ts wh~ther created on 
institutional l.ands, rO,ad si.de or canal. bank may not 
survive unless peop].e _ active_ly -protect them .. . So puf>lic 
education ~d Vblun-ta-ry p'art~cipat:lon of -local people 
in this progr-ainme is-\esserttial for its 'success. '-

:. ~. '.~. 

6" Fore.st prgtection-, iso' the most important 'issue. 
Unrecor4ed removai f:r;-:orn.''iforesim is verY ,high and -:is 00' 
the ttin~. qf 9;45 lak:Qs m'J a 'Year. This qup..ntity is. , 

r . _ . .. " ' ... ~ _. , . . , usually removed as "dryst:t:ck, brushwood and by cutti.ng 
of young Sal 'sChoots . f'o'tD" c~nver;sion to spl.i tted firewood 

·arid pol.es ... Si.t;uati.on is no doubt" a1a:onJ.ng and protection 
to balance crop. bear;ing ar(;;;~s mai be diff'icult i.n near 
future 0 SU'sta:tned suppl,y to thG PapGr Mil.ls is 
already under "jeopardy. The problem thus has assumed 
a great" dimenSion and require special, attenti.on from 
the end of.~he politiCians, pl.anners and forest 
off'icials~ People living near forests are habituated 
to sustain on unrecorded removal of' f'orest produce and 
their consamption level is higher. Alternative fuel may 
be introduced particularly in Jhargram sub Division 
""'here the consumption of coal is very low. 

7. Average consumption rate of' coal is only 7.5 kg. 
per capita per year which is very low conSidering that 

coal. belts are not far from thisdistrict. There should 
be more coal dump in the district in the follBwing p1nces: 

1. Oijandrakona Road - East Midnapore Division. 
2. Garbetta - East Midnapore Division. 
J. Godapiasal East Mictnapore Division. 
4. Manikpara "tTest Midnapore Division ... 
.5. Belpaha ri lfTe st t.fidnapore Di vi.sion. _. 
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Subsidy on coa]. supply may also be contemplated 
against ~~e annual. loss o~ forest produce which is to the 
tune of' :f'ew 'Crores of' rupees in each year.. Such subsidy 
arr~gement may be prov.:ided through forest. budget for some 
selected areas only to start wi-th. The subsidy so spent 
wi11 b-e compens:ated by addition: of' vo1ume in growing 
stbck. This wil.~ also hel.p in. sustenance of' rural 
pop'u].ation and peop1e may change their attitude towards 
the f'orest. Sup'ply of' fuelwdod at concessional rate 
may be contemplated where b~ing capacity is l.ow. This 
proposa]. is not dii'f'erent Crom· the adopted po1:l.cy of' the 
sta.te Government in West Bengal. to suppl.y :f'ree grants to 
the tribals. 

8. 'integrated pHinning is still. :inadequate in the 
district; as because' -the economic condit:1on of" forest 
dwel1ers and others living in f'orest fringes are not 
consi.dered properl.y. A1location of fragmentary l.and rna)'" 
,not serve any purpose.. Rearing cattl.e, weaving textile 
cloth and ethnic cot~age'iridustries may receive priorities. 
Poultry farming, Piggery, r~aring cocoons may also be 
con~idered. State Forest Department may drew a 
cOmPreh~nsive programme in consul.tation with appropriate 
authorit:l.es ?nd present such schemes. bei'ore District 
Rural. Deve10pment Agency f'or approve].. Marketing of' 
prodUces need be on remunerative side, so Government 
agencies may l.ook'into this point with sympathy. 
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THE GEOGRAPHICAL AREA. FORESTED AREA AND 

POPULATION OF MJDNAPORE DISTRICT COMPARED 
TO THAT OF STATE OF WEST BENGAL. 
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PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION OF FUEL WOOD IN URBAN ARE;Az.,. 

MIDNAPORE DISTRICT IN RELATION TO PROXIMITY TO FORESTS 
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