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The Department Of Forests have drawn schemes for
xreation of Parks and Gardens in various districts but in
2 populour district like Midnapore the steps taken so far
in the mztter is inadequate. Considering the urbanisation
and economic standard of the peopl e of the district,
enough scope for such development is there, In fact,
areas like Midnapore; Kharagpur, Panskura and Garbetta

already some redquests in the matter have come. This also is
required to be attended.

from
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RESULTS fNHD CONCLUSTIONS

10.1 Main resulits and conciusions:

(2)

Present study of vegetation in Midnapore

District rclates to the Government owned forests
only. No resources inventcory work was undertaken
with respect to the vegetation in non-forest
lands.

(p) Forests of the district are destroyed to the
extent of more than 50% ihcluding plantatioens.
Result of such destruction of forests may not be
totally perceptible at this stage but situation
is alarming. There is severe uncemployment in
rural areas, goinful employments are also less
im number for which people have resorted to
large scale illicit felling and rcemoval of trees
from Govermment forests.

(c) Repated cuntting of forests have destroyed tho'
vegetation and as a result bushy growth and
scrubs have cropped up in many areas. Uprooting
of Sal anl Fucalyptus stumps are carried out by

rural population to meet the fuel reduirement.

{(a) Exploitation of forests and afforestation

pPregramme are not being carried out in the
prescribed manmer laid down in Working Plans.

As a result, rurai employment could not be
augmented as proposed. The extent of prescribed
works as carried out currently 1s furnished below:-

Annual

Annual aff- Percentage
exploitation

Percentage

prescribed
in Working
Plan(ha. )}

orestaticn
prescribed
in Working
Plan(ha. )

of the
total aresa
prescribed
in Working
Plan being
exploited
currently

of the total
area prescribed
in Weorking Plan
being affore-
sted currently

Fast
Midn=2apore.

West
Midnapore .

Total for
the Distt.

3876 .25

L629,65

2824 ,99

2042 41

38

23

L6

63

8505.90

L867,.,40
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The employment gap may be studied fxrom the

followling table: -

Division Anticipated employ-—
ment on the presc-—-
ribed works as- per
Working Plan

fverage current employment
generation

Expleita- Lifforestation

E.:ploitation Afforestation

tion({Nos.) (Nos.) {(Nos.) (Nos.)
East 4080000 . L3075 222300 1,395,600
Midnapore
West L420000 349252 230850 1,20, 000
Midnapore -
Total for 85, 00,000 8,32,327 459150 250C00
the Distte. .

(e) . Sentiments of tribal population for Sal tree:
. and general demand of preservation of Sal troes may

- be: examined critically.

Sal erop in many arcas is

damaged due to-bjlotiec factors. 4 kind of trans-
formation of vegetation which may be called reitro—

gression is now found.

In such situnation ail afforts

may be taken to réehabilitate Sal.,

(f) Ibsence of large sized trogs in the forests of the

district is conspicucus.

In West Midnapore

division scme large trees are found of which Szl
(Shorea robusta) is imperiant from utilization
point of viéw. In EBast Midnapore Divislon large
sized tirees are not available. A3 a result,

there is import-of timbexr firom ocutside district.
Common people have t& buy tlmber at a higher price
on account of Impoxrt of timber. Rational
selection of areas and protection of the crop
against injuries may be con.oidered immedilately to

grow timbexr sizcd troes.

¥

() Exploitation of minor forest produces can be incireased

if a2 detailed investigation of the resources is
undertaken. West Bangal Tribal Development
Corporation Ltd. are already collecting Kend
leaves and oil bearidng seeds ol tree origin.
Collection of Gum, Oleoresins, Myrobolans are
important and can b8 oirganised when *he resources
aro essesscd, State Foirest Department may

undertake the study.

(h} Energy crisis and Social Forestry Programme are the
talk of these days. Xt is observed that no forestry
development programme can make any headway unless
it 4s an integral part of rural development. So,
Social Forestry Planning mist consider the
general attitude of people towards forest wealth

-~ and their economic dependence on various kinds of

forest produces.
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(i) Export of firewcod and poles from the district is
extremely high, mostiy these produces are exported
cutside the State. As a result, there is perpetual
shortage of fuelwood and.poles in the district and
the local markets remain starved. Quantity of
export of timber, pales and fuelwood during recent
past is indigcated below:-- .

Produce Division ) Yearwise export .
197980 198081 1981—82
Poles (m3) Tast Midnapore 17076 26355 31550 oy
F-;I:.elt-rood(ms} Bast Midnapore 167356 L2662 96460
Poles(mj) West Midnapore 12702 "14019' 1819k
Fuelwood(mj) West Midnapore 138212 93118 36867 )
Total in the district 29778 40374 Lo7hb
(poles m3) - '

Total in the DPistrict 54568 135780 133227 .

(Fuelwood m°) - Bhz2Be 176154 183071

Increase in export in the district: (+) 1099 (+) 3.93%

It transpires that nearly 63,942 m3 of poles and
Tirewood are available for local consumption in the district.

(3) In consumption study, it transpires that people
1i v*ng in the wesitern portion of the district
in close proximity of forests consume more fuelwood
than the people li.ving in casterm portion of the
district which are away from forest areas, This
indicate that dependence on firewocod is more a
matter of tradition and availability.

10.2. Variations from past study:

The present inyentory reflects a gilocomy picture
of the interplay of adverse biotic factors and dynamics
of poverty on the forest raesourcestof the district that
has resulted in gradual deterioration and deanudation
of the forests. Dense forest atreas with good quality
of c¢rop have been subjected to the process of illicit
fell-ding creating vast stretches of open scattered tree
growth, scrub foresis and barren land. The survey
indicates that there has been shrinkage in the vegetative
cover to the tune of 35.80%. Large girth trees which were
common in the past are virtually absent at present. Good
Sal coppice forests have degenerated and repl aced by open
scrub ‘with 11ttle or no sal trees.

£n analysis of the extent of degradation reveals
that the percentage of degradation in East Midnapore
Division and West Midnapcre Division is to the tune of
L ;66% and 28 03 respectively.
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It may be mentioned at this juncture that though
the logal provisions aroc adequate to meet the challenge
but there is a gap in the implementation which has
reduced the forest to present condition.

Final recommendation and proposals:

Considering wvwhBrious socio-economic aspects and
conditions of forest resources together with current
management practices, following reccommendations are
made :—

1. Coppicing of sal forests should be strictiv on

10 years cycle in East Midnapore Division and 12 rears

in West Midnapore Division., In the present inventory study,
it has been pointed out that 84555 ha. of coppice forests
bear such crop that can yield timber, poles and fuelwood
after being properly protected. In the present ccrnddtion
37,400 ha. of crop bearing area is worked. This area

of 84,555 ha. when managed properly can vield of pcles,
‘firewood and timber to the tune of 2.0 lakh m3 in West
Midnapore Division and 1.22 lakh m3 inh East Midnapore
Division. Thus an aggregate of 3.22 lakh m3 of timber,
poles amd firewood will be available further. Energy crisis

- may be met partially on acecount of this additional quantity

of produce to be yielded after completion of rest period
of ten years, Cultural opetrations by way of reduction
of coppice shoots may not be required since higher
biomass will be more appreciated to meet the shortage

of fuel energy. However, undesirable species interfering
with sal may be cut and removed.

Current rate of forest exploitation can create
employment to the tuno of 2.5 lakhs man days in a vear.
With additional areas of exploitation the employment
generation will be increased substantially and may be
nearly 5.5 lakhs of man days in & year. This will
increase employment opportunities in rural arcas.

2. Supply of pulpwood to the Paper Mills is very
much fluctunating. In this circumstances, removal as
reegulated now by area, is to be avoided. Felling and
removal should be regulated .by volume. Present stock
in palpwood plantations can sustain supply for next
three years cor so. 11,896.95 ha. of plantations under
regeneration stage if properly proéotected is likely to be
ready for exploitation during this periocd. #Annual
volume to be supplied to Paper Mills may be worked out
accordingly.

e " Employment and identification of beneficiaries

are rio less important. Government Of India in Ministry OFf
Home #fiffairs have already advocated identification of
beneficiaries in execution of programmes under Tribal

sub plans. Suitable areas vulnerable to 1lldicit felling
should be tackled by identification of beneficiaries.

For this purpose special attention is to be given to

the areas like Manikpara, Keshiary, Belda, Kalaikunda and
Lodhasulli areas of West Midnapore and Garbetta, Hoomagarh,
Chandra, Godapeasal, Bhadulata and JAdharnayan areas of
East Midnapore Division. Exploitation for industries
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from these areas can be contemplated only when public
opiniocn in that regard is gained. For this purpose some
areas may be selected in consultation with Jocal
leadership.

L, Removal of species like Kend, Mahua, Arjun from
private lands sheuld be regulated. These trees are also
founad in forcsts. These trees need be declared as
Protected trees under the provisions of I.F.Act, 1927.
Currently large number of transit passes are issued

to the people for nmovement of these trees being cut in
pPrivate landd and it cannot be. ruled out that some of the
trees removed from forests in unrecordeé ma2nmner are carried
to market under the cover of these tramsit passes. The
situation in this regard is alarming in West Midnapore
Division. :

5s Social Forestry Programme ‘cannot make any headway
unless people are well versed with the importance of
forests. Under the circumstances extension service of
social forestry is to be organised properly. Currently
some extension works are undertaken but there is

enough scope for its Amprovement through display of
posters, group meeting, film shows etc. Motivation of
Public though scen reasonably well in some pockets,

large scale motivation over the district .as 2 whole is
yet to be achievecd. Village forests whether created on
institutional lands, road side or canal. bank may not
survive unless people.active}y'protect them. So publice
education and voluntary participation of ‘local people
in this programme is'essential for its success. - -

6., TForest protection.is the most important issuee.
Unrecorded removal fromifdresbs is very high and 'is +to
the tune of 9.45 lakhs m3 a year. This quantity is,

- usu2lly removed asﬁdryst{cy, brushwood and by cutting
of young Sal 'schoots fon'convession to splitted firewood
and polesa. Situation is no doubt alarming and protection
to balance crop. bearing aréas may be difficult in near
future. Sustained supply %o the Paper Mills is
already under jeopardy,., The problem thus has assumed
a gre&t dimension and require special attention from
the ond of _the politicians, planners and forest
officials, People living near forests are habituated
to sustain on unrecorded removal of forest produce and
their consfiimption level is higher. Alternative fuel may
be introduced particularly in Jhargram sub Division
where the consumption of coal is very low.

7. Lverage consumption rate of coal is only 7.5 kg.
Per capita per year which is very low considering that
coal belts are not far from thisdistrict. There should
be more coal dump in the district in the follgwing placdes:
1. CHandrakonz Road - East Midnapore Divisione.
2, Garbetta ~ East Midnapore Division.
3. Godapiasal - East Midnapore Division.
L. Manikpara - WVest Midnapore Divisions.
5. Belpahari -~ West Midnapore inision.




Subsidy on coal supply may alsc be contemplatead
.against the annual loss of forest Produce which is to the
tune of few crores of rupecs in each year. Such subsidy
arrangement may be providea through forest budget for some
selectod aremas ocnly to start with. The subsidy so spent
will be compensated by addition of volume in growing
stock. This will also help in sustenance of rural
population and people may change their attitude towards
the forest. Supbly of fuelwdod at concessional rate
may be contemplated where biyitig capacity is low. This
proposal is not different from the adopted policy of the
State Government in West Bengal to supply free grants to
the tribals. : :

8. Integrated planning 1is sti1l inadequate in the
district as because the economic condition of forest
Awellers and others living in forest fringes are not
consicdered properly. Allocation of fragmentary land may
not serve any purpcse. Rearing cattle, weaving textile
cloth and etknic cottage industries may receive priorities,
Poultry farming, Piggery, rearing cocoons may also be
considered. State Forest Department may draw a
comprehensive programme in consultation with appropriate
authorities and presSent such schemes before District
Rural Development Agéney for approval. Marketing of
Produces need be on remunerative s8lde, so Govermment
agencies may look into this point with sympathy.
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FOREST SURVEY OF INDIA

EASTERN ZONE

MAP OF INDIA

IN MIDNAPORE DISTRICT |WEST BENGAL

SHOWING PROJECT AREA
SCALE '— |. 13000000 '

JAMMU
AND

- KASHMIR

srinogar
AH!MACHAL (e
.,PRADESH \

‘s ‘Slmlu_ .Jl‘.
. = em
’(chcndqul’ s
“TPANJAB..S |
.,q-uuwmu.mt
‘ 1
“pami Y x .
1‘"'_J‘_-,:: :5 - .o-' ?
AEY . srnmu‘/
*“‘ ',-._,..‘-‘" .
\‘_,: . i_s 5 .A M.-'i"'“

(MEGHA,_E'_AYA )
-immgun

Jalpur "
-’ . % -’
. » k] e, ,J

Paina - .Tj

B tIHAR \‘?

ANGLA_,

Bhopal

MADHYA PRADESH

! OmRISSA

o

Bhubanaswar

i_qao‘.'llN ONy

|AREA COVERED IN THE REPOHT%

J S

Trivandrum

DRWN BY '~ Suman Bhottacharjes




]

FOREST SURVEY OF

INDIA

INVENTORY DESIGN
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THE GEOGRAPHICAL. AREA, FORESTED AREA AND

POPUL ATION OF MIDNAPORE DISTRICT COMPARED

TO THAT OF STATE OF WEST BENGAL.
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PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION OF FUEL WOQD IN URBAN AREAS,

MIDNAPORE DOISTRICT IN RELATION TO PROXIMITY TO FORESTS
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