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Heartiest Congratulations & Welcome to
Hon’ble Shri Anil Madhav Dave
on taking charge as
Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change (Independent Charge),
FROM THE DIRECTOR GENERAL’S PEN….

It gives me great pleasure in welcoming you to the second issue of Newsletter of Forest Survey of
India. At FSI we have a goal of constant activity and improvement. The past four months have
witnessed several important events that are described in this Newsletter. Forest Survey of India was
benefitted by the visit of Secretary, MoEF&CC, Govt. of India & Director General of Forests & Special
Secretary, MoEF&CC in the month of May, 2016. In this period, FSI also conducted three important
workshops on “Revisiting of Forest Types of India,” “NSDI Data Standard” and “Inception Workshop
on FAO-TCP Project”.
I am happy to state that FSI under the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change has signed
two MOUs with FAO for designing the National Forest Inventory in Sri Lanka and for strengthening
National Forest Inventory and monitoring protocols and capacities in India. I hope that this version of
the quarterly Newsletter will provide the readers an insight into the activities of FSI. Your suggestions
on further improvement of FSI Newsletter are welcome.

(Saibal Dasgupta)
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Visit of Director General of Forests & Special Secretary, MOEF & CC to FSI, Dehradun
Dr. S.S. Negi, Director General Forests and Special Secretary to the Government of India visited FSI on 14
May 2016. On this occasion the Director General Forests was warmly felicitated by Shri Saibal Dasgupta,
Director General FSI along with the officers and staff of the organization. During his discussions with the
officers, Dr. Negi was apprised of the progress made in the implementation of key projects. Dr. Negi also
inspected the labs and facilities at FSI. He expressed satisfaction at the evolution of FSI over the decades and
exhorted the staff to rededicate themselves to achieve higher goals in tune with the needs of the forestry sector
in India.

Visit of Secretary, MOEF & CC to FSI, Dehradun
On his maiden visit to FSI on 21 May 2016, Shri Ajay Narayan Jha, Secretary to the Government of India,
MoEF&CC was warmly received by Shri Saibal Dasgupta, Director General FSI and the staff of the
organization. A presentation was made before the Secretary to the Government of India on the mandate and
functions of FSI. Shri Jha was escorted around the facilities in FSI and acquainted with projects like e-Green
Watch, Forest Fire Monitoring and Decision Support System. Shri Jha was also briefed about the application
of Very High Resolution (VHR) data in forest management in the newly created VHR lab. Shri Jha described
his visit to FSI as a memorable experience and complimented the Director General and his officers and staff
for their hard work.

Inception workshop on “Technical cooperation programme of FAO for strengthening National
Forest Inventory and monitoring protocols and capacities in India”
The Inception Workshop on “Technical cooperation programme of FAO for strengthening National Forest
Inventory and monitoring protocols and capacities in India” was held on 29th August, 2016. The programme
aims to create an information infrastructure to make forest monitoring more comprehensive. Six pilot states
viz. Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Meghalaya, Punjab, Uttarakhand and West Bengal are participating in the
project in the first stage.
Dr. S.S. Negi, DGF, MoEF&CC, GOI was the Chief Guest on the occasion. Shri Saibal Dasgupta DG, FSI
explained the scope and vision of the project. FAO officers, senior forest officers and scientists participated in
the inception workshop.

Visit of Director General, FSI to FAO, Rome, Italy
Shri Saibal Dasgupta, Director General, FSI along with Shri Prakash Lakhchaura, Deputy Director, FSI
participated in the “National Forest Inventory (NFI) Design Training Workshop for Sri Lanka”, organised by the
Sri Lanka UN-REDD programme at FAO Headquarters in Rome, Italy from 20 – 24th June, 2016. A team of
experts from the Forest Department and the Department of Wildlife Conservation of Sri Lanka, Forest Survey
of India and experts from FAO, Sri Lanka participated in the workshop to analyse the various open source tools
and techniques developed for National Forest Inventory (NFI). Shri Dasgupta, DG, FSI also held detailed
discussion with Mr.David Morales, Head, NFI & Mr.Annsi Penikannen, Head GFRA on future FSI-FAO
participation.
Workshop on Revisiting of Forest Types of India
The workshop on “Revisiting of Forest Types of India” was held at FSI, Dehradun on 5th August 2016. Shri
Saibal Dasgupta, Director General, FSI chaired the workshop. In his speech the Director General explained
the genesis and objectives of the workshop on “Revisiting of Forest Types of India”.
Initially, Forest Type Mapping of India was carried out by FSI between year 2005 to 2011 using LISS-III data of
year 2003. Now, after a decade it is necessary to Revisit the Forest Types of India to meet the following
objectives:
 To identifying all the possible Forest Types which were not identified earlier
 To improve and update the existing Forest Types as per the present scenario.
 To identify all those Forest Types which were scrub during the previous cycle.
 To interpret the Forest Types as per their physiognomic distribution in the country.
 To facilitate use in DSS & E-Green watch applications.
This workshop was attended by 26 participants representing State Forest Departments of 12 States (Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Mizoram, Sikkim, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Nagaland and Uttar Pradesh), four zonal offices of FSI (Central Zone, Eastern Zone, Northern
Zone and Southern Zone), and participants from ICFRE, DFE, WII and IIRS. The Workshop was also attended
by officers, Project Scientists and Technical Associates working in FSI.

NSDI Workshop
FSI is one of the stake holders in the national endeavor on geospatial data creation and publishing. FSI is a
partner institution of NSDI and has been entrusted with the responsibility for creation of forest node(server) at
FSI and prepare a Data Content Standard document depicting the details as regards to the forest cover, forest
type and the definition and meaning of various terms used in study of forests. The document which has been
prepared as per the OGC standards further depicts the class description of different classes for forest cover
and forest type using a Unified Modelling language (UML).
A one-day workshop was organized at FSI, Dehradun to discuss the various components of the data content
standard document. The workshop was attended by participants that included representatives from State
Forest Departments (Nagaland Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Mizoram, Manipur, Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand,), Government organisations (NSDI,
IGNFA, WII, IIRS, NRSC, ICFRE, USAC, NBSS &
LUP, SOI, NIC and GSI), and industry (AGI, ESRI,
Intergraph, EICOME, Pixel Soften and AGM). The
workshop was also attended by FSI officers, Project
Scientists and Technical Associates working in FSI.
The members stressed the need to develop universal
language for forest / vegetation mapping, data
harmonization and Standardization of terminology
and symbology for existing Forest Cover and Forest
Type in accordance with global standards. They also
emphasized the need to develop latest technology for
the creation of geo-spatial data with standard data
format, scale and geometry, in the present
environment of machine language.

Members Participating in the Discussion on Data Content Standard
Document

Collaboration with USFS
A team of officers from United States Forest Service (USFS) called on DG, FSI on 5th August, 2016. The
meeting was attended by Ms. Cynthia Mackie, Coordinator, Ms. Elise deRiel, Program Specialist and Ms.Julie
Hundersmarck, Program Specialist from USFS, Department of Agriculture, International Programs,
Washington DC, two officers from USAID and senior officers of FSI. The meeting discussed areas of potential
collaboration between FSI and USAID.

Designing National Forest Inventory for Sri Lanka
On the request of Sri Lanka Forest Department, FSI has initiated
a project funded by UN REDD to design and piloting of Sri
Lanka’s NFI.
In the next phase of project, FSI has to design draft field forms
and manual on the basis of the decided parameters. The field
forms were designed for data collection. A draft field manual
depicting steps on how to reach the plots; how to layout plots;
how to collect data in the field has been prepared. The field forms
and manual has been sent to national level co-ordinator of Sri
Lanka and Forestry officer of FAO.

During 21.08.2016 to 27.08.2016 a four member team from FSI comprising field, GPS and designing experts
visited Sri Lanka for field testing of field forms and manual. In the workshop, locations were identified for
testing field forms and manual. FSI Officials imparted necessary training to crews in GPS handling, lying out of
plots and data collection. The field training and testing of manual was conducted deep inside forest near
Manariya town. After returning from field, discussion was conducted to share the experience, problem faced,
etc. Next day the whole experience was shared with Conservator General of Forests of Sri Lanka. It was also
decided that the field forms and manual will be finalised after incorporating necessary changes emancipating
from these inputs within a month.

Decision Support System
The national and state-wise analysis (under Decision Rule1, Decision Rule 2) of inviolate and not-inviolate
areas has been carried out using DSS application comprising different geospatial layers viz. Forest Cover Map
(time series layers), Forest Type Map, Biological Richness, Landscape Integrity. A report on the same was
submitted to MOEF & CC in August 2016.
A workshop on DSS application and e-green watch was conducted in
Nagpur for Maharashtra Forest Department and in Hyderabad for
Telangana & Andhra Pradesh Forest Department during the month of
July 2016.
One week training course was conducted for ACF/DCF/CF level
officers on DSS application and e-Green watch from 8th to 12th
August, 2016 at FSI, Dehradun.

Independence day Celebrations – 15th August 2016………….!!!
FSI celebrated 70th Independence Day on Monday, August 15, 2016. In an atmosphere marked with pride and
gaiety, the Director General hoisted the national flag in the presence of FSI staff and their families. On this
auspicious occasion, remembering the freedom fighters, Mr. Saibal Dasgupta, congratulated and conveyed his
greetings to everyone and wished for the prosperity of the organization. He also mentioned the new initiatives
taken by the organization and stressed upon the need to work with more energy and enthusiasm to take the
organisation to newer heights of success.

Training Courses
FSI imparts training to forestry personnel working at
various levels in State Forest Departments to
sensitize them with the latest advancements in
application of remote sensing & GIS for preparation
of Working Plans, GPS Applications in Forest Survey

and Demarcation, Application of GIS in Forest
Resource Management etc. The following courses
were conducted during the period May, 2016 August, 2016.

Theme
Forest Cover Mapping for 15th Cycle
Decision Support System (DSS & e-Green
Watch)
New NFI Design
Decision Support System (DSS & e-Green
Watch)

Duration
12.05.2016 to 13.05.2016
13.06.2016 to 14.06.2016

No
47
15

11.07.2016 to 13.07.2016
08.08.2016 to 12.08.2016

19
10

Participants
Level
FSI Zonal Staff
FSI Zonal Staff &
Regional Offices (MoEF)
FSI Zonal Staff
ACF/DCF/CF

Officers of various levels from the State Forest Departments of Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Uttarakhand,
Uttar Pradesh and Chandigarh (UT) and officers from Regional Office of Ministry of Environment, Forests &
Climate Change, Bengaluru, Bhopal, Chandigarh, Chennai, Dehradun, Delhi, Ranchi and Shillong and staff of
Zonal offices of FSI (Nagpur, Shimla, Bengaluru & Kolkata) participated in the above training programmes.

Visitors to FSI
The activities of the organisation have always generated interest among foresters, scientists, academicians
etc. It invariably figures in the itinerary of professional foresters visiting Dehradun. Scientists, researchers and
students of forestry have also been among the regular visitors. Such visits have always been mutually
rewarding. A list of groups who visited FSI during this period is given below:
Sl. No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Name of organization
Dolphine (PH) Institute of Biomedical & Natural Sciences
Manduwala, Dehradun
IFS Probationers 2015-17 Batch from IGNFA, Dehradun
University Faculty Class from IIRS, Dehradun
Telangana State Forest Academy (TSFA) Hyderabad
FTI & RC Sunder Nagar, Himachal Pradesh
Forestry Training Academy Haldwani, UK
CASFOS Barnihat,Assam

No. of officers
08

Dates
05.05.2016

49
11
68
48
39
30

27.05.2016
31.05.2016
04.06.2016
26.07.2016
24.08.2016
30.08.2016

Promotion of Hindi
laLFkku esa jktHkk’kk fganh dk izpkj&izlkj ,oa dk;kZUo;u mRrkjksrj :i ls gks jgk gS A egkfuns”kd egksn; dh v/;{krk esa] fganh dh
frekgh izxfr fjiksZV dh leh{kk djus gsrq jktHkk’kk dk;kZUo;u lfefr dh cSBd fnukad 12 ebZ] 2016 dks vk;ksftr dh xbZ A cSBd esa
eq[;ky; lfgr pkjksa vkapfyd dk;kZy;ksa ls izkIr frekgh fjiksZV dh leh{kk dh xbZA 30 twu] 2016 dks lekIr frekgh esa ^d*] ^[k* ,oa ^x*
{ks=ksa dks ewy :i ls fganh esa fd, x, i=kpkj dk izfr”kr dze”k% 85-39%] 81-69% ,oa 84-82% Fkk A laLFkku esa 10 twu] 2016 dks jktHkk’kk
dk;Z”kkyk dk vk;kstu fd;k x;k ftlesa leLr fyfid oxhZ; deZpkfj;ksa us Hkkx fy;k A laLFkku esa dk;Zjr leLr vf/kdkjh ,oa deZpkjh
viuk vf/kdka”k “kkldh; dk;Z fganh esa dj jgs gSa A lsok iaftdkvksa esa izfof’V;ka vf/kdre fganh esa dh tk jgh gSaA lHkh ukeiV~V ,oa eksgjsa
n~foHkkf’kd gSaA iqLrdky; esa i;kZIr fganh lkfgR; miyC/k gSA

Van Mahotasav
Van Mahotasav was celebrated at FSI Officer’s
Colony, 11, Convent Road, Dehradun on 25th July,
2016. During the occasion all the officers planted
saplings of different fruit bearing trees.

Participation in Workshop, Seminars, Exchange Programs, Meetings etc.
1. A meeting of all the Regional Directors was convened by the Director General, FSI at Dehradun on 10th
May, 2016 to discuss various issues relating to field work under new NFI design, budgetary allocation for
the current financial year and other issues.
2. A meeting of all the Regional Director was convened by the Director General, FSI at Dehradun on 14th –
15th July, 2016 to finalize the Field Manual for new NFI design and discuss various issues relating to field
work and others.
3. One day Hindi workshop was conducted on 29th July, 2016 by the staff of FSI Southern zone on the
subject "Working in Hindi on Computer". A guest lecture was also delivered on official language on this
occasion.

NEWS FROM ZONES
Central Zone, Nagpur
Visit of Director General, Forest Survey of India,
Dehradun to Central Zone, Nagpur: Shri Saibal
Dasgupta, DG, FSI paid a visit to the Regional Office
on 11th August, 2016. The DG took a round of the
entire office and interacted with the staff. Later in the
day, the DG addressed the staff members in a
meeting in the conference hall. He listened to their
grievances both personal as well as those faced by
them in the field and discussed targets for the current
year.
Training:
A three-day training session from 28th – 30th July,
2016 was conducted for field staff at Nagpur,
Regional Office to make field parties aware of the
impact of insect pests and diseases on the overall
health of tree species in forest areas. Twenty five
members of the field staff comprising JTAs, Deputy
Rangers, Fieldmen and senior FAs attended this
training programme. Resource persons from TFRI,
Jabalpur, were invited for the purpose of imparting
the training.

Visit of Director General, Forest Survey of India, Dehradun
to Central Zone, Nagpur

Training session on impact of insect pests and diseases on
the overall health of tree species

A team of four officials headed by Shri Anil Biala, Ex-AD & Consultant attended a three-day training workshop
on new NFI design at Dehradun from 11th – 13th July, 2016.
Two officials from FCM Geomatic Lab attended the training programme on DSS and e-Green Watch at
NFDMC, FSI, Derhadun from 13th -14th June, 2016.
One official from FCM Geomatic lab attended a one-day workshop on ‘Revisiting of Forest Types’ at NFDMC,
FSI, Dehradun on 5th August, 2016.
Southern Zone, Bengaluru
Visit of Director General, Forest Survey of India, Dehradun to Southern Zone, Bengaluru:
Shri Saibal Dasgupta, IFS, Director General of Forest Survey of India, Dehradun visited this office on 26th May
2016 and discussed various issues related to the technical and administrative matters. On 27th May 2016 the
Director General, FSI, Dehradun delivered a lecture on "A brief overview of Forest Survey of India" to the
officers of Karnataka Forest Department at Aranya Bhavan, Malleswaram, Bengaluru.
Forest Cover Mapping
Rectification work of satellite imageries of Karnataka & Tamilnadu
states for the 15th cycle has been completed. Classification work of
four imageries has been completed as on date.
Training
A one day training was conducted for the master trainers of Telangana
Forest Department on DSS & e-green watch web portals on 7th June
2016 at Aranya Bhavan, Hyderabad, and for Andhra Pradesh Forest
Department on 8th June, 2016.
Training on DSS & e-green watch web portals

Eastern Zone, Kolkata
Forest Cover Mapping
15th Cycle Forest Cover Mapping is under progress, covering Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal, Sikkim
& Meghalaya.
Training:
A NPS awareness training was attended by Shri Deepak Kumar Dibansee, DPA(A), Shri Durgesh Kumar
Nagar, JTA and Shri Gobinda Shaw, a representative from Accounts section on 28th July, 2016 in Kolkata.
Training to West Bengal Forest Department Officials on e-Green Watch was conducted on 29th July 2016 and
18th Aug 2016
Promotion of Hindi in Eastern Zone

jktHkk’kk dk;kZUo;u lfefr dh frekgh cSBd fnukad 30]06-2016 dks {ks=h; funs”kd dh v/;{krk esa vk;ksftr dh xbZ] ftlesa 31-03-2016
dks lekIr frekgh izxfr fjiksZV dh leh{kk dh xbA ;g dk;kZy; x`g ea=ky;] jktHkk’kk foHkkx }kjk {ks= ′x′ ds fy, fu/kkZfjr y{; ¼55%½
ls vkxs gSA fQj Hkh] fgUnh ds iz;ksx ,oa c<+kok nsus ij vf/kd ls vf/kd cy fn;k tk jgk gSA dksydkrk uxj jktHkk’kk dk;kZUo;u lfefr
fd 48oha cSBd esa bl dk;kZy; us vizSy&twu 2015 ,oa tqykbZ&flrEcj 2015 frekgh fjikZV ds vk/kkj ij mRd`’V LFkku dk izek.k i=
izkIr fd;k gSA

Northern Zone, Shimla
Visit of Director General, Forest Survey of India, Dehradun to North Zone, Shimla: Sh. Saibal Dasgupta,
IFS, Director General, Forest Survey of India, Dehradun visited zonal office, Shimla on 16-06-16. He had a
meeting with the zonal staff and directed the staff to do their duties in efficient manner. Sh. B.D.Suyal, IFS,
Regional Director, N.Z. Shimla welcomed the Director General and assured him that this zone will be meeting
with the allotted targets in time-bound manner. Sh. Saibal Dasgupta, IFS also held meeting with PCCF and
other senior officers of Forest Department of HP and gave a presentation on various new initiatives / schemes
being undertaken by FSI to the senior officials of HPFD.
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan: Swachh Bharat Abhiyan launched
by Govt. of India was organised successfully in FSI, NZ,
Shimla from 1-15, June, 2016. A Nukkar Natak was organized
under the leadership of Sh. Joginder Kumar, Sr. Draftsman
alongwith his seven member team at CGO Complex,
Longwood and thereafter at the Office of Accountant General,
H.P. Shimla which was highly appreciated by all. FSI, N.Z,
Shimla also organised school level essay and painting
competitions at Govt. Middle School Shankli and Lakkar Bazar,
Shimla on Swachh Bharat Abhiyan Topic. The winner students
were awarded prizes and certificate.
Local people were sensitised about cleanliness through banner
bearing the title:

“gj Hkkjrh; dks gks vfHkeku]
LpPN jgs esjk fgUnqLrku”
Repatriation/Retirement/ Joining
Ms.Leesa Sehgal, JT relieved form N.Z. Shimla on 3rd May, 2016 due to her new appointment in other
department.
2. Sh. Rajesh Kumar, DR, NZ, Shimla promoted to the post of JTA on dated 25th May, 2016.
3. Ms. Anita Bhunwal, JTA was transferred from NZ, Shimla to HQ, Dehradun, on 24th June, 2016.
4. Smt. Geeta Dutta, Superintendent, EZ, Kolkata retired on Superannuation from her service on 30th
June, 2016.
5. Shri V.K Ravindran Superintendent of Southern Zone, Bengaluru voluntarily retired from service on
30th June 2016.
6. Shri Ashok Kumar Biswal, IFS (1992-AGMUT) assumed the charge of the Sr. Deputy Director, EZ,
Kolkata w.e.f. 11th July, 2016 (F.N.)
7. Shri Asoke Sarkar, MTS, EZ, Kolkata retired on Superannuation from his service on 31st July, 2016.
8. Shri. K.K. Dhunna, STA, FSI (Headquarter), Dehradun retired from service on superannuation on 31st
August, 2016.
9. Shri. Ikram Hussain Rizvi, UDC, FSI (Headquarter), Dehradun retired from service on superannuation
on 31st August, 2016.
10. Shri. B.H. Narasimhamurthy, Deputy Ranger of Southern Zone, Bengaluru is retired from service on
superannuation on 31st August, 2016.
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“An excellent facility has evolved over the past many decades, probably one of the best of its
kind in Asia.”
- Dr. S.S. Negi, DGF&SS, MoEF&CC
“My visit to FSI has been a memorable experience for the sheer amount of knowledge and
information I gained in a very short while. It has exposed me to the valuable and critical work
that happens here and the manner it can find into policy, planning and implementation.”
- Shri Ajay N. Jha, Secretary, MoEF&CC
“I am very impressed with the new fire pre-alert system and the high quality of data used.”
- Ms. Cynthia Mackie, US Forest Service

