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8.5.1 Introduction

Chhattisgarh, which was carved out from erstwhile
Madhya Pradesh in November 2000, is rich in forest and
mineral resources. Lying between lat 17°47" and 24°06' N
and long 80°15' and 84°24' E, the geographic area of the
State is 13.52 million ha which constitutes 4.1% of the land
area of the country. Agro-climatically the State can be
divided into three zones, viz the Chhattisgarh Plains (11
districts), the Northern Hills of Chhattisgarh (2 districts),
and the Bastar Plateau (3 districts). The annual rainfall
varies from 1,100 mm to 1,700 mm, and the temperature
ranges between 11°Ct0 47°C.

The total population of the State is 20.83 million
(Census 2001), which constitutes 2.03 % of the country's
population. Of this, rural population is 79.93% and urban
20.07%. The population density is 154 persons per km®.
The Scheduled Tribes account for 31.8% of the total
population of the State. The total livestock population of
the State is 13.5 million (Livestock Census 2003). The
land use pattern of the State is given in the Table 8.5a.

8.5.2 Forest Resources

The recorded forest area of the State is 59,772 km”
constituting 44.21% of the geographical area of the State
and 7.77% of the forest area of the country. Legally this
area has been classified into Reserved Forest, Protected
Forest and Unclassified Forest, which constitute 43.14%,
40.21% and 16.65% of the forest area respectively.

The State is rich in biodiversity and is also home to
many endemic species having medicinal importance. The

Table 8.5a: Land use pattern

Land Use

Total Geographic Area

Reporting area for land utilization

Forests

Not available for land cultivation

Permanent pastures and other grazing lands
Land under misc. tree crops and groves
Culturable Wastelands

Fallow land other than current fallows
Current fallows

Net area sown

Source: Land Use Statistics, Ministry of Agriculture, GOI, 2005.
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forests of the State fall under two major forest types namely,
Tropical Moist Deciduous forest and the Tropical Dry
Deciduous forest. In terms of composition, there are four
important forest formations, viz., Teak forest, Sal forest,
Miscellaneous forests, and Bamboo forests. There are
many important Non Wood Forest Products (NWFP) found
in the forests e.g. tendu leaves (Diospyros melanoxylon),
sal seed (Shorea robusta), harra (Terminalia chebula),
gum, chironji (Buchanania lanzan) etc. Of these, tendu
leaves, sal seed, and harra are nationalised forest produce.

8.5.3Protected Areas

Chhattisgarh has 3 National Parks and 10 Wildlife
Sanctuaries spread over an area of 0.64 million ha
constituting 10.6% of the total forest area and 4.69% of the
geographical area of the State. Indravati National Park is
the only Tiger Reserve in the State.

8.5.4 Joint Forest Management

Joint Forest Management in the State began in
1991. A new JFM Resolution was issued in November
2001 after creation of the State. The Resolution makes
provision for two kinds of committees: Forest Protection
Committees (FPC) for protection of well-stocked forests,
and Village Forest Committees (VFC) for rehabilitating the
degraded forest areas. 7,050 JFM Committees have been
constituted as on March 2005. A total of about 2.83
million ha of forest area is under JFM, which is about 48%
of the total forest area of the State. More than 270,000
families are involved in this programme.

Source: Proceedings of the National Workshop on JFM,
MOoEF, 2005.

Area in ‘000 ha Percentage

13,519

13,468 99.57

5,977 44 .21

1,039 7.69

848 6.27

1 0.007

344 2.54

232 1.72

248 1.83

4,779 35.35



8.5.5Forest Cover

The forest cover of the State, based on satellite data
of October-December 2004, is 55,863 km?®, which is
41.32% of the geographic area. Very dense forest is 2,256
km®, moderately dense forest, 36,472 km®, and open
forest, 17,135 km”. The forest cover of the State is shown
in Fig.8.5.

A decrease of 129 km® of forest cover has been
estimated in the present assessment as compared to the
previous assessment (based on satellite data of October-

December 2002.)

The change matrix, given in Table 8.5b reveals that
there has been a decrease of 248 km” in moderately dense
forest and an increase of 119 km” in open forest. Further,
scrub has increased by 3 km®.

The loss of forest cover is attributed mainly due to the
submergence of forest areas for construction of Champi
dam in Bilaspur District, illicit felling in insurgency affected
areas of Kanker, Bastar, Kawardha, Korba, Dhamtari and
Surguja districts and departmental felling in Rajnandgaon
and Mahasamund districts as observed during field
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verification by FSI officials. Some decrease in forest cover
has occurred on account of shifting cultivation in the
Bhojmad area of Bastar district.

The district wise details of very dense forest,
moderately dense forest, open forest and scrub, along with
the changes compared to 2003 assessment, have been
provided in Table 8.5c.
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Fig 8.5 : Forest Cover Map of Chhattisgarh
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Table 8.5b: Forest cover change matrix

2003 Assessment(Data of

Oct.-Dec. 2002
VDF
Very Dense Forest 2,256
Moderately Dense Forest 0
Open Forest 0
Scrub 0
Non-Forest 0
Total 2005 2,256
Net Change 0
Table 8.5c: District-wise forest cover
Number of Districts: 16
District
Geographic Very
area dense
forest
Bastar” 14,974 750
Bilaspur” 8,270 222
Dantewara’ 17,634 746
Durg’ 8,549 31
Janjgir-Champa 3,852 4
Jashpur” 5,838 3
Kanker" 6,506 124
Kawardha 4223 0
Korba 6,599 149
Koriya 6,604 54
Mahasamund 4789 0
Raigarh’ 7,086 0
Raipur & Dhamtari 16,468 47
Rajnandgaon’ 8,068 8
Sarguja’ 15,731 123
Total 135,191 2,256

8.5.6 Tree Cover

Scrub

2005 Assessment
(Data of Oct.-Dec. 2004 )
MDF OF
0 0
36,467 199
5 16,886
0 1
0 49
36,472 17,135
-248 119
2005 Assessment
Mod. Open Total
dense forest
forest
5,142 2,126 8,018
1,681 598 2,501
6,245 4,337 11,328
513 223 767
51 101 156
1,577 622 2,202
2,171 837 3,132
1,245 365 1,610
2,186 1,016 3,351
2,607 1,475 4,136
561 395 956
1,883 659 2,542
3,831 1,575 5,453
1,716 817 2,536
5,063 1,989 7,175
36,472 17,135 55,863

Tree cover of Chhattisgarh has been estimated
following a sampling based approach. A separate exercise
was carried out where high resolution satellite data (5.8m)
has been used for identification of tree patches for field
inventory. Field inventory has been carried out on 623

Table 8.5d: Forest & tree cover

Category
Tree Cover
Forest Cover

Forest & Tree Cover

= O O

87

91

Percent
of G.A.

53.55
30.24
64.24
8.97
4.05
37.72
48.14
38.12
50.78
62.63
19.96
35.87
33.11
31.43
45.61
41.32

NF
0
54
124
0
79,059
79,237
126

Change

-13
-129

(area in km?)
Total
2003

2,256
36,720
17,016

88
79,111
135,191

(area in km?)
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sample plots spread over 4 districts of the State between
2002-06 and the estimated tree cover in the State is 4,492

km®.

The forest and tree cover of the State is presented in

the Table 8.5d.

Area
4,492
55,863
60,355

(area in km?)

% of Geographical Area

3.32
41.32
44.64





