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FIRST APPEAL UNDER SECTION 19(1) OF THE RIGHT TO
INFORMATION ACT, 2005

To ‘
The First Appellate Authority ~
Smt. Meera lyer : % | L .

Forest Survey of India f){,{/ Ve

9| 0% | 9o

Kaulagarh Road ‘ -
Dehradun - 248195 ﬁ/ 1 / z

From

Mr. Georgekutty Thomas

Kinattukara House v

Kalaketty P.O, Pinnakanadu-Kottayam

Date: 28/08/2025

Subject: First Appeal under Section 19(1) of the RTI Act, 2005 against
incomplete reply of RTI Application dated 23/07 /2025

Reference:

1. RTI Application dated 23/07 /2025 submitted to Public Information
Officer, Forest Survey of India.

2. Reply received vide Letter No. 13/ 02—2025-RTI~1969 dated 20.08.2025
from the Public Information Officer, Forest Survey of India.

Respected Madam,

I, Georgekutty Thomas, the appellant herein, am constrained to file this First
Appeal under Section 19(1) of the Right to Information Act, 2005, as the reply
received from the Public Information Officer (PIO) vide letter dated 20.08.2025
is incomplete and evasive, failing to address the queries raised in my original
RTI application.

Background:

1. On 23/07/2025, I filed an RTI application seeking specific information
relating to the digital shape file of the Cardamom Hill Reserve (CHR),
Idukki District, Kerala, and its transmission/use by the Forest Survey
of India and the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MOEF&CC).

2. The RTI contained seven specific queries regarding:

a) Whether the shapefile was received from Kerala Forest
Department.
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b) Whether it was uploaded/integrated into the Parivesh Portal.

c) Details of forwarding/sharing with NIC, FSI, SEIAA Kerala, SEAC
Kerala or any other agency.

d) Certified copies of correspondence in respect of such sharing.

~ 3. However, the reply furnished by the PIO vide letter No. 13/02-2025-
RTI-1969 dated 20.08.2025 addressed only Question No. 1 by
enclosing a copy of a letter from Dr. Sanjaya Kumar, IFS, Chief
Conservator of Forest (IT), Kerala.

4. No response whatsoever has been given to Question Nos. 2 to 7 of the
RTI application. This amounts to denial of information without
invoking any exemption under Section 8 or 9 of the RTI Act, 2005.

Grounds for Appeal:

1. The PIO has a statutory obligation under Section 7(1) of the RTI Act to
provide information within 30 days.

2. Selective and incomplete reply amounts to malafide denial of
information.

3. Failure to respond to the specific questions violates Section 2(f) of the
RTI Act, which defines information to include material in any form,
including records, documents, correspondence, and electronic data.

4. No valid exemption has been cited under Section 8(1) or 9 of the Act
to justify withholding information.

Relief Sought:

In light of the above, I respectfully request the First Appellate Authority to:

1. Direct the Public Information Officer, Forest Survey of India to
furnish complete and categorical replies to Question Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
and 7 of my RTI application dated 20/Aug/2025.

2. Provide certified copies of all documents, correspondence, and
communications as sought in my application.

3. Take note of the failure of the PIO to discharge statutory duties under
the RTI Act, 2005, and issue necessary directions to ensure compliance.

Yours faithfully,
Georgekutty Thomas
9447766840
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T H,
Sh. Georgekutty Thomas
Kinattukara House,
Kalaketty (P.O.),

Pinnakanadu-Kottayam-686508,
Kerala

Sub:- First Appeal Application under The RTI Act, 2005 with reference to RTI

application dated 23.07.2025 reg.
Ref:- 1. RTI appeal dated 28.08.2025.
2. CPIO reply letter no 13-2/2025-RTI-2597 dated 08.10.2025.
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Sh. Georgekutty Thomas
Kinattukara House,

Kalaketty (P.O.),
Pinnakanadu-Kottayam-686508,
Kerala. :

Sub:- First Appeal Application under The RTI Act, 2005.

Ref:- 1. Original RTI application dated 23.07.2025
2. CPIO Reply dated 20.08.2025
3. RTI Appeal dated 28.08.2025
4. FAA directions- To send the reply of point no. 2 to 7 directly
to the applicant under intimation to the FAA.
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Time Bound/Urgent/Appeal Matter
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